Feature

Dedicated to helping the Peruvian poor – that’s

‘Bishop Bill’ of Chesterfield
A 75-year-old Chesterfield man has spent the last quarter of a century working tirelessly
to improve the lives of some of South America’s poorest people. Nick Roberts details the
remarkable life and work of his friend ‘Bishop Bill’.

H

AROLD WILLIAM
‘BILL’ GODFREY was
born in April 1948
in Chesterfield. The family
lived in Yew Tree Drive during
his early years but moved
to Highfield Road when Bill
was a toddler. Bill went to
Highfields Junior School
and then on to Chesterfield
Grammar School. He excelled
at several sports – hockey in
particular – and went on to
play for Derbyshire, Midlands
and England Schoolboys and
later, to the adult Derbyshire
and Midlands team.
He studied sciences at A-level
but, following his interest in
the Christian faith (he was
an Altar Boy at St Mark’s in
Brampton), he decided to do a
year’s VSO (Voluntary Service
Overseas) in the country then
known as Persia (now Iran).
Before the year was out, Bill
decided that his vocation was
to be in the church. Initially,
he supplemented his A-levels
with study in Scripture at
Chesterfield Technical College.
He then succeeded in obtaining
a place at Kings College,

“Few of us are aware
of the extent of the
poverty in the huge
shanty towns…”

London University to study
for a degree in Divinity.
While studying for his A-levels,
Bill met his wife, Judith, and
together they moved to London
for his time at university.
Following his degree, Bill
and Judith then moved to
Canterbury for Bill to complete
his ordinands training.

Above: One of the ‘faces’ of
the Bishop of Derby’s current
Harvest Appeal: Little Tiago
Santiago, grandson of one of
the ladies attending a church
in a shanty town in Lima.
Picture by Nick Roberts.
Left: Bill meets one of the bus
drivers in a Lima shanty town.
Right: A tough environment:
Life is hard in the shanty
towns of Peru.
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After Bill had completed his
studies, he was ordained
deacon at Southwell Minster
and Bill and Judith and their
son, Matt, moved to Church
Warsop where Bill became
curate. The following year,
Bill was ordained priest,
again at Southwell.
Bill moved with his family
(now including daughter,
Rachel) to Hucknall, where he
became vicar. Their third child,
Martha, arrived shortly after.
When Bill had completed nearly
a decade in the priesthood, he
took the opportunity, offered
to Anglican priests, for a
period of sabbatical study –
and went to see the work of

Above: Bishop Bill
leading a service in the
Peruvian capital, Lima.
Right: Bishop Bill in Peru.
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the Anglican Church in South
America. Whilst there, he was
invited by the Archbishop
of the “Southern Cone” (the
region encompassing most
of South America) to move,
with his family, to build the
Anglican Church in Uruguay.
Within two years of arriving in
Uruguay, Bill was consecrated
Bishop and continued to work
and develop the church in that
country. His primary focus was
social outreach - working with
the poor and disadvantaged in
the capital city, Montevideo,
and the other major
conurbations of Salto and
Fray Bentos (yes, it is a town,
not just a brand of corned
beef!). Bill expanded the work
of the church significantly in
that country and endeavoured
to provide a succession plan
for when he moved on.
Bill had been working in
South America for around 12
years when he was invited
by the Archbishop to move
to Peru and lead the work of
the Anglican church in that
country. So, over 16 years
ago, Bill and Judith moved to
Lima, the capital, for Bill to
take charge as Bishop of the
Diocese of Peru. A year ago
now, Bill celebrated his 25th
anniversary as a Bishop.
Many of us have read about
Peru and some of us have
been lucky enough to visit this
beautiful country, the home
of the Inca peoples. But few

“A total of 95 per cent of the work of the
Diocese is in shanty towns and slums.”
of us are aware of the extent
of the poverty in the huge
shanty towns of Lima and the
other major cities of Peru.
Peru has a population of
around 30 million but of these,
an estimated six to seven
million or more live in shanty
towns on the edges of the cities
– and more than half of those
in and around Lima alone.
Bill’s work in Peru is very
much focussed on helping
such people, as it was in
Uruguay. The Diocese has seen
tremendous development since
Bill’s arrival. A total of 95 per

cent of the work of the Diocese
is in shanty towns and slums.
There were just four clergy
when Bill arrived and there are
now 46; there were just eight
church communities, there
are now over 60. There are
now separate regions of the
Diocese in the South of Peru,
the South Central, the Altiplano
(mountain area) and a new one
– Chiclayo. Help and support
is given to these communities,
particularly in the areas of
health and education as
well as spiritual guidance.
In recognition of his work in
Peru, Bishop Bill has been
Left: Memories of a
sporting childhood
for ‘Bishop Bill’ (front
right) in this lovely
picture of Chesterfield
Grammar School’s
hockey team in the
1964/65 season.
Pictured, back from
left, Francis Elgar
(who ran the school
team for many years),
Richard Mowbray,
Phil Wildman, John
Baker, Richard Morris,
Nigel Coombe and
headmaster William
(Bill) Glister. Seated,
from left, Nick Roberts,
Mick Haslam, Les
Snape, Graham
Hobster, Sukhdev
Sagoo and Bill Godfrey.
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Above: Bishop Bill pictured
by his friend Nick Roberst
last year against the
backdrop of a huge shanty
town on a hill outside
Lima, the capital of Peru.

awarded Doctor of Divinity by
the Nashotah House Seminary,
Wisconsin. But he is also
receiving major support from
much closer to his native land…
as the Bishop of Derby, Bishop
Alistair, has decided to dedicate
his annual ‘Harvest Appeal’ to
helping Bill’s work in Peru.
The Harvest Appeal – which
runs until February – is raising
funds to establish a church,
a school and a health clinic
in Chiclayo, Peru’s fourth
largest city. In launching the
appeal a couple of months ago,
Bishop Alistair said the project
would “address the bodily
needs, educational needs and
spiritual needs of people in
an area of huge deprivation”.
Bill’s elder sister, Elspeth,
still lives in Chesterfield and
worships at his old church
of St Mark’s in Brampton.
Editor’s Note: More details on
the Harvest Appeal at http://
www.derby.anglican.org.
For more on the work of
Bishop Bill in Peru, go to
www.peru.anglican.org.
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